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logical phenomena, and destined to no permanence. Watch
and see the newly proclaimed "saints" revert to all their
former sins! But though this stripling scoffed, he was set
thinking; and—awkward thought—his explanations did not
quite explain things to himself. Therefore, much as he
disliked the ordeal, he decided to go with his brothers to
some of the smaller meetings in private houses. Attending one
of these gatherings, in the home of William Fry,1 he was
besought to surrender his life to Christ. But apparently in
vain! The cynical attitude was still uppermost. A letter,
written years afterwards, to Mr. Fry explains the youth's
conduct. Referring to this meeting, Barnardo confessed:
"I did not half like to go, but nevertheless I went; and in
that meeting Rocheford Hunt spoke to me, and so did you.
I behaved very badly. I was just as cheeky as a young fellow
can be, and I thought you looked at me as if you would say,
clf I had that young fellow alone for five minutes I would
take down his conceit, Td give him a good hiding.' But
somehow your wrords were very kind, and not at all in
harmony with what I thought your looks meant; that was
the beginning.55
Baraardo's recollection is significant: this gathering in
William Fry's home was the beginning! From that day a
sense of doubt invaded his mind; he felt compelled to test
the efficacy of his Agnostic creed. Was his superior atti-
tude a sham? Were those at whom he smiled right—and he
wrong? Regularly now he attended the meetings, and
gradually he learned that there was more reality in the
revival than he had permitted himself to believe. Finally,
some weeks after the experience in the Frys5 home, he heard
a trenchant address by John Hambleton, the one-time
tragedian. Conviction of error pierced his soul. He knew
now that he was wrong; he knew also that peace and power
could never be his until he found God. But before the dawn
* William Fry was the father of Sir William Fry, Vice-Chairman of the
Barnardo Council.

